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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
The Alisher Navoi State Academic Bolshoi Theatre is one of Uzbekistan’s most significant 
cultural institutions. Following a change in leadership, the theatre decided to begin its 
renewal with a complete rethinking of its visual identity and public image. The goal 
was to restore a sense of stature, ceremony and former grandeur while expressing 
the theatre through a contemporary visual language.

The project was developed as a pro bono cultural initiative in support of the theatre.

CHALLENGE AND OBJECTIVE
The previous logo was based on a literal image of the building and overloaded with 
details that were difficult to read. It lacked distinctiveness and resembled the facade-
based logos used by many theatres and cultural institutions around the world. As a 
result, it did not help the theatre stand out or express its character.

The task was not simply to replace the logo, but to create a coherent identity that could 
restore the feeling of the theatre as a place of stature, ceremony and significance.

SOLUTION
We began not with the facade, but with the theatre’s interior. The new symbol was 
based on a fragment of a decorative tile ornament that immediately captured us. We 
preserved the original form while reworking, extending and refining it, transforming 
a floral pattern into a composite image of musical instruments, dance movement and 
Eastern motifs.

The typography combines bold restraint with distinctive drop-like details that echo 
the monumentality of the building and Uzbek ornament. The result is not simply a 
logo, but a flexible visual system for posters, repertoire communications, opera, ballet, 
social media and different communication formats.

The work extended beyond static graphics. We composed an original score for the 
logo, turning it into an audiovisual logo, and developed a custom generative tool for 
rendering it. The system was adapted for Russian, Uzbek and English.

RESULTS
The full identity was not rolled out, as the project stopped at the stage of final 
institutional approval. At the same time, the interim communications style developed 
within the project has been used by the theatre for approximately one year.

The project resulted in a complete, implementation-ready identity system — from 
the symbol, typography and colour palette to the principles for posters, repertoire 
communications and social media. We also composed an original score to give the logo 
a sonic expression, turning it into an audiovisual logo, and created a custom generative 
tool for rendering it.

The project demonstrated that a cultural institution can draw on its heritage without 
repeating familiar visual clichés, turning the theatre itself — not only its facade — into 
the source of a new identity.
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Трагедия под маской комедии. На сцене ГАБТа 

Узбекистана им.А.Навои — история любви, 

ревности и роковой ошибки. «Паяцы» Руджеро

Леонкавалло — опера, в которой сцена и жизнь 

сплетаются в один драматический карнавал.
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